
Contacts: 
Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre (TVERC) 
c/o Countryside Service, Oxfordshire County Council 

Signal Court, Old Station Way, 

Eynsham, 
Oxfordshire OX29 4TL 

Email: tverc@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Website: www.tverc.org 

 

For information and advice on managing a LWS please contact: 
Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT),  

The Lodge, 1 Armstrong Road, Littlemore, Oxford OX4 4XT 
Tel: 01865 775476.  

Email: info@bbowt.org.uk 
Website: www.bbowt.org.uk 

 

Natural England 
Cromwell House, 15 Andover Road, Winchester, 

Hants. SO23 7BT 
Website: www.naturalengland.org.uk 

 

Forestry Commission 
Forestry Commission, South East England Region, Alice Holt, Wrecclesham, 

Farnham GU10 4LF 
Tel: 01420 23337 

 
Help in specific Berkshire unitaries: 

 

Wokingham District Council, Countryside Service, 
Dinton Pastures Country Park, Davis Street, Hurst. RG10 0TH  

Tel. 0118 9342016 
Email: Andy.Glencross@wokingham.gov.uk 

 

Bracknell Forest Council Biodiversity officer and ecologist 
Environment & Leisure, Bracknell Forest Council, 

Time Square, Market Street, Bracknell. RG12 1JD  
Tel: 01344 354125 

 

Reading Borough Council ecologist 
Civic Centre, Reading, RG1 7AE 

Tel number: 0118 9373826 
Email: giles.sutton@reading.gov.uk 
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Introduction 
Berkshire holds a wealth of wildlife interest. Some is conserved within 
nationally designated sites, such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI), but much remains in the wider countryside outside of protected 
areas. The goodwill and commitment of land owners and managers 
towards conserving wildlife is critical in protecting the remaining wildlife 
of Berkshire. It is important therefore to identify these areas so that 
landowners can be assisted in protecting and sustainably managing them 
in the future. 
 
What are Local Wildlife Sites? 
Local Wildife Sites are non-statutory areas that are 
especially important for wildlife.   
 
Why are they important? 
Berkshire has a large number of LWS covering approximately 10% of the 
county. They include ancient woodlands, parkland, heathland, bogs, hay 
meadows, chalk grassland and wetland which contribute significantly to 
the richness of Berkshire’s countryside.  
 
They are important for the uncommon or diverse range of habitats or 
species that they support. Together with legally protected areas they 
form an important network of habitats and wildlife corridors aiding the 
movement of wildlife around the countryside. 
 
How are Local Wildlife Sites identified? 
Local Wildlife Sites (then referred to as Wildlife Heritage Sites) were first 
identified in the early 1990’s by English Nature and Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust (BBOWT), from wildlife 
surveys and existing records. 
 
The sites are now being re-surveyed by Thames Valley Environmental 
Records Centre on behalf of the Unitary Authorities across Berkshire.  
Following a biological survey (with owner’s permission) Local Wildlife 
Sites are assessed by an independent selection panel against a set of 
selection criteria. Site owners are given the opportunity to comment on 
survey results and the decision made by the panel. The criteria are 
wholly based on the wildlife interest of the site and no other factors are 
taken into consideration. A copy of the full criteria can be found on the 
TVERC web site. 

Does it affect the way a landowner manages their land? 
There are no legal restrictions on the owners or managers of a  
Local Wildlife Site, other than those which already exist on an area of 
land.  
 
On-going, sympathetic management of the site will be needed. For 
advice on managing your Local Wildlife Site sympathetically for wildlife 
contact Natural England, Forestry Commission, BBOWT or your Unitary 
Authority. Local Wildlife Site status may help in attracting grant aid to 
help with management for example Higher Level Environmental 
Stewardship or English Woodland Grant Scheme. 
 
Is public access affected? 
No new rights of access are created and all existing rights of way are 
unaffected by Local Wildlife Site status. 
 
How does it relate to existing designations?  
Local Wildlife Site status does not affect any existing statutory 
designations or restrictions on the site. It is not a precursor to any other 
type of designation, such as Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
status. 
 
How are wildlife sites affected by the planning system? 
All confirmed Local Wildlife Sites are listed in the Unitary Authority’s 
Local Plan. New government guidance recommends that Local Wildlife 
Sites appear in Local Development Framework documents. 
 
When considering a planning application, the unitary authority will take 
into account the wildlife interest of a site, in accordance with local 
planning policy. 
 
What happens to information about Local Wildlife Sites? 
Surveys of Local Wildlife Sites are carried out by Thames Valley 
Environmental Record Centre on behalf of the Local Authorities. The 
species and habitat information collected is held by TVERC and is made 
available to bona fide enquirers with due regard to confidential and 
sensitive information. This information is freely available to all owners 
and managers of Local Wildlife Sites, who will receive copies of the 
reports of surveys on their land. Ultimately, this information will 
help in protecting wildlife throughout Berkshire and Oxfordshire. P.T.O 


